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Cape Coral Ranks in
20 Safest Cities

According to the research
company Niche, Cape Coral is
among the safest cities in the U.S.
to live.  The 2016 rankings are
based on a number of factors that
play into overall levels of safety
including levels of violent crimes
(murder, assault, rape) and
nonviolent crimes (burglary,
larceny, theft).
 
Learn more.

Natural Health
Partners, LLC

Acquires Mid Cape
Corporate Center

 
Natural Health Partners LLC has
decided to acquire the Mid Cape
Corporate Center in Cape Coral
and establish their corporate
headquarters.  Natural Health
Partners is a wholesale distributor
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Message From Your EDO
Manager
Turning the Corner

You will notice in this
month's newsletter we
have two articles about
new companies moving to
Cape Coral, acquiring
buildings and bringing
higher wage jobs to our
community.  While we
have been successful in
getting our retail base
stronger over the last few
years, we've had an eye
on bringing in higher wage
jobs for our residents. 
That is beginning to
happen.
 
It is imperative to have the amenities in our community
to help entice businesses to move here, make
investments and hire local people.  We've always had
the sunshine, canals and housing and now we have the
retail base and restaurants that are key to bringing in
other businesses.  We continue to seek opportunities
and recruit businesses. Our community is ready to
support them.  As we expand our utilities in the
northern part of the city, many new opportunities will
open up for Cape Coral in the future.
 
If we can keep more and higher paying jobs here, and
at the same time, increase opportunities for our
workforce to live in Cape Coral, it's a win-win.  Fewer
cars will contribute to the already crowded bridges
during rush hours and a greater number of people will
spend their hard-earned money in our community.
Growth is never easy, but it's inevitable here in Cape
Coral. We're working to ensure it's the right kind of
growth that meets the needs of our citizens.

Sincerely,
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of organic and natural health
products. The acquisition of the
Mid Cape facility allows Natural
Health Partners a great deal of
flexibility as they continue to grow
their company. 

The Mid Cape Corporate Center,
located on Pine Island Road at
125 SW 3rd Place, is a Class "A"
office building featuring 69,324
square feet of space on three
floors. The 12.48-acre site also
includes three additional, buildable
lots that can be used for future
expansion or sale. With easy
access off Pine Island Road and
access to a fiber-optic network,
the Mid Cape Corporate Center is
prime space.

The sale of this facility and the
continued commercial growth
along Pine Island Road signals the
fact that the Cape Coral market is
growing at a strong pace.
Although Cape Coral was
designed as a bedroom
community, the city has been
making great strides in growing its
commercial base and recruiting
companies that feature higher-
paying job opportunities.

The Cape Coral Economic
Development Office (EDO) has
been working with Natural Health
Partners since March. Presently,
more than 20 percent of the
facility is leased out and Natural
Health Partners is interested in
adding more tenants to their
facility. We are excited to
welcome Natural Health Partners
to Cape Coral and we look forward
to working with them to help grow
their business and create more
jobs in our community.

Zotter Chocolates Wins
15 Awards

Zotter Chocolates U.S., Cape
Coral, earned two gold, eight
silver and five bronze 'Academy
of Chocolate' awards.  These
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Moore & Scarry Advertising Locates
Headquarters in Cape Coral

Moore & Scarry made a
strategic decision to locate
its corporate headquarters
in Cape Coral by acquiring
the former State Farm

facility located at 1521 Commerce Creek Blvd. The
13,000-square-foot facility near the Lee County VA
Healthcare Center is located on four acres and offers
ideal space for future growth.  With 68 local employees
and 30 in Denver, Colorado, Moore & Scarry needed to
find a larger home and was able to do so in the Cape.
 
Moore & Scarry is the nation's largest "Original
TraDigital", Tier-3 automotive advertising agency
representing more than 250 automobile dealers across
the country, including dealer groups appearing in the
Fortune 500 and Automotive News Top 125. It offers
account service, copy, art, television/radio production,
online video, SEM, SEO, media placement and billing
services. DyGen and Sparq, Moore & Scarry's award-
winning digital and social media subsidiaries, round out
the agency's suite of services.
 
Boasting 21 Telly Awards, numerous ADDYs, and an
AWA, the firm's full-service advertising, social media and
audiovisual production capabilities are industry proven.
In 2016, Moore & Scarry earned an AVA Platinum Digital
Award and Gold Digital Award.
 
This is the second company acquiring a building in Cape
Coral to establish their corporate headquarters. Both
boast high-paying jobs and a vision for growth. Cape
Coral continues to seek new partners for growth and job
creation to help bolster the local economy.

A Clean Sweep for Cape Cleaners



awards centered on three overall
categories: Chocolate Bars, Filled
Chocolates and Packaging, with a
host of sub-categories.
 
The panel of judges for the
Academy of Chocolate was
composed of chefs, pastry chefs,
international journalists and
chocolate experts.  Zotter took
home both of their gold prizes in
the Chocolate Bar category.  
 
Learn more from the Cape
Coral Daily Breeze. 

Sales Tax Holiday

This marks the seventh year of
having a designated sales tax
holiday for the purchase of school
clothes and supplies.

The three-day holiday will be held
August 5-7, with no Florida state
sales tax on purchases of $60 or
less for items like clothing, shoes
and backpacks.  
School supply items valued at $15
or less will also be exempted.

The sales tax break is reported to
save Florida families roughly $28
million.
 

MicroEnterprise
Class Kicks Off

August 8

For anyone interested in starting
their own business with a desire to
learn the skills to succeed, the
Goodwill MicroEnterprise program
offers a six-week intensive

Dan Puleio -- Cape Cleaners Wins Best of Cape for 2016

Single-day service and a cheerful drive-thru are two key
ingredients to the success of Cape Cleaners, now in
business for over 45 years.
 
This dry cleaner offers on site full service dry cleaning,
laundry and alterations with the only drive- thru valet that
allows for pick-up without leaving the car.  Customers
can bring in laundry one day and expect it to be ready
for pick-up at 5:00 p.m. the following day.  Same day
service is available too.
 
Dan Puleio took over ownership 3.5 years ago after
spending more than 20 years running a medical billing
service in the Philadelphia area. He has nine employees,
including part-time workers and Puleio credits their
commitment to customer service as the reason that
Cape Cleaners earned the 'Best of the Cape' Award for
three years running.  He gave each employee a paid
day off as a reward.
 
"I was lucky to inherit a wonderful, caring staff," says
Puleio.  "It's such a pleasure to be in a business where
we receive 99 complements to every complaint.  That's
the opposite of what I used to experience."
 
When Puleio arrived in Cape Coral to take over the
business, he needed a permit.  City staff guided him
through the process and Puleio soon found himself
invited to participate in a business breakfast roundtable
meeting with the City Manager.
 
That led to community involvement for Cape Cleaners in
a wide array of local groups from the Cape Coral
Chamber, Cape Coral Business Alliance, Rotary Club,
Cape Coral Construction Industry Association and even
the CRA Advisory board.
 
"Cape Coral is a great place to do business, " adds
Puleio.  "People really care, and for me, it's been magical
moving here, business wise and personally.  My one
wish would be to bring family and friends here."
 
Cape Cleaners         810 Cape Coral Parkway E.        
239.549.1740         www.capecleaners.com

Everything Rises & Falls on Leadership
 
By Russ Winstead CBA, CFM, CGBP FGCU Small Business
Development Center, Cape Coral Consultant
239.573.2737

Throughout history,
we see a host of
ideas about what it
means to be a leader.
Ancient Chinese
military general and
"Art of War" author
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training course. Participants work
with an instructor as well as a
small business mentor to help
guide them through a business
planning process.
 
Classes meet twice weekly from
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at the
Cape Coral Public Works Building
Community Room at 815 Nicholas
Parkway E. in Cape Coral. 
 
Learn more.

Florida Leaps to 
No. 10 Best State 

For Business

Florida jumped six spots to No. 10
in CNBC's annual poll, 'America's
Top States for Business'.

CNBC panelists looked at the
following categories in making its
designations:  Workforce, Cost of
doing business, Infrastructure,
Economy, Quality of life,
Technology and innovation,
Education, Business friendliness,
Cost of living and Access to
Capital.

Learn more.

Tax Exemption
Stays

Legislators agreed to make a
temporary sales tax exemption
permanent for manufacturers in
Florida.  This exemption applies to
the purchase of manufacturing
machinery and equipment.

Sun Tzu described a leader as one who "cultivates the
moral law, and strictly adheres to proper methods and
discipline." Nineteenth-century historian Thomas Carlyle
believed leaders were born and not made, while English
philosopher Herbert Spencer argued that leaders were
the result of the society in which they lived.
 
Over the years, we have had countless management
theologians write countless books describing
"Leadership." As referenced above, leadership means
different things to different people and can be applied in
different ways.
 
Regardless of your view or approach to leadership, it is
critical that you provide good leadership in your
business! You may have an excellent product or service
and high demand for your product, but bad leadership or
lack of leadership can destroy the business. I have seen
many a good business go down for lack of leadership. In
my experience, leadership is mostly learned. We may
be born with great potential for leadership or we may
grow up in an environment that encourages natural
growth as a leader, but in the end, most good leaders
have had good examples, coaching, training, education
or a combination.
 
The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines a leader as "a
person that leads." Wow--that sounds easy! (If it were
only that easy.) In short, if you want to be a good
leader, study good leaders. What did they do and how
did they do it? Invest in yourself; read some books on
leadership and interview some good leaders you know.
 
Some quick points on leadership:
 
1)   To lead you need a direction. What is the mission of
your business? What are the benefits you want to deliver
to your customers? These goals should define the
direction you are leading in.
2)   Create the Vision of what the company should look
like and be. Practice being able to communicate that
Vision and develop it into a Mission Statement. Share this
Vision and mission with your employee team and your
customers.
3)   Design a plan to reach these goals. Train each
member to know what the goals are, what they are
responsible for and how to do it!
 
Then, coach, train, direct, adjust and encourage you
way to success!

JRL Ventures Introduces New Name

JRL Ventures, Inc. has
announced that it will be
using a new name,
"Design Concepts" to
manage non-marine
affairs.  "Effectively we

are leveraging the phenomenal success of the Design
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According to Florida Trend,
Governor Rick Scott has said that
this exemption amounts to a $77
million annual tax break, which will
help to expand the manufacturing
industry throughout Florida.

New Cape Coral
Businesses   

  
107 new businesses registered for

Cape Coral Tax Receipts

(Business Licenses)

in June 2016.

 

Click here to view new Cape

business reports.

Resources

 
Cape Coral Chamber

 
CareerSource Southwest

Florida

 
Cape Community 

Foundation

 
CCCIA

City of Cape Coral 

Goodwill MicroEnterprise Prog.

 Lee County EDO
 

SBDC
 

 

  

Concepts product offerings," said Matt Chambers,
President. "With over 100 customers, we felt it was a
good time to capitalize on the momentum of our
product."
 
Design Concepts (formerly JRL Ventures, Inc.) was
developed when marine industry veterans, J. Robert and
Karen Long, purchased the established and respected
design and tooling firm Marine Concepts from Augusto
"Kiko" Villalon in 1994.
 
JRL Ventures LLC will continue to "Do Business As" (DBA)
Marine Concepts, and now Design Concepts, servicing
clients in the marine and non-marine industries. Under
the Design Concepts name, the company will provide
design, engineering, tooling and composite
manufacturing to its established customer base while
developing new clients. The company provides services
to manufacturers in aerospace, entertainment
composite, simulation, wind, automotive, transportation
and architectural industries.

Visit:  www.designconcepts-us.com

  
Like Cape Coral 

Economic Development on Facebook and follow us
on Twitter for the latest Economic Development News.
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